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Mr. Kohler said that Mayor Brandt vaa undoubtedly mih that the general 
approach of tha President on Berlin did not inrolra any change in our f ira- 
nsaa or determination. However, «a vara proceeding on tha aannption that 
thara vaa no point in our talcing tha initiative in raiaing tha eubject. If 
thara vaa going to be a challenge on Berlin, it ehould come froa Khrushehev. 
We can lire with the etatua quo. Frankly, Mr. lohler aald, he vaa a little 
apprehensive beeauae the Sovieto were not aaying more on the eubject. He 
uoted that, at the Seerctary'a xveont preaa conference, there vaa considerable 
diacusaion of Berlin in reaponee to a number of queetlona aaked by corre- 
epondenta. Mayor Brandt aald he had reeently made a ateteneut in the Berlin 
Chamber of Deputies to the effect that the Veat Berliners ehould be happy if 
their city vaa not presently a hot leant and the center of eonfliet. 

Mr. Kohler queried vhen vill the general electoral campaign really begin. 
Mayor Brandt aald that come thought it vaa already under vay, but it vould 
really get going in July-Aagnat. The date for the German elections vould effect 

thia. It had orlclnally been fixed for September 17, but the feet that 
thia vaa alao the day on vhich the opening of tha Bevarlan October F«atival 
vaa acheduled vaa cauaing difficulty. 

Mr. Kohler aaked vhat vould happen if the SoTieto called e peace con- 
ference, eay in mid-August. Mayor Brandt aald, in euch an event, he vould 
obviously have to leave the campaign. The SH) hed aade preparatlone for 
euch en eventuality. Profeaaor Carlo Schmidt vould then take orer direction 
of the campaign. One thing which might be done, although it had not been 
dieeueeed aa yet, vould be iaauanee of a Joint etatement by the two major 
pertiee. Mr. Kohler aald he did not pvaonally rule out the poeaiblllty of 
euch a more by the 8oriete coming at a time vhen the German political cam- 
paign vould complicate Western capacity to deal with the eubjeet. Mr. Kohler 
mentioned that, la the recent conreraation between Khruahcher and Ambassador 
Thempaat in Siberia, the latter hed been Instructed not to raise the subject 
of BesStm* At the end of their discussion, however, Khrushchev noted that 
Germany, and Berlin had not been mentioned. Thereupon he launched into pretty 
much «Jt* eaao line aa contained in the February 17 meoorendum. Ambassador 



Thompson merely noted his i 
views back to hie Government. 



rka and aald he vould report Khrushchev's 
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